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Simulasi Space Pod tarikan baharu

pengunjung Planetarium Negara

KUALA LUMPUR - Planetarium
Negara kini memiliki tarikan baha-
ru apabila pengunjung berpeluang
menggunakan peralatan simulasi

Space Pod (Planet

Terapung) yang
“membolehkan
 mereka mengalami
~ situasi seakan-
_ akan berada di an-

gkasa.

Menteri
~ Teknologi dan Ino-
vasi, Datuk Seri
Madius  Tangau
pengunjung terutama

berkata,
pelajar berpeluang mengalami
dan memahami situasi luar biasa
berkaitan angkasa secara lebih
praktikal. :

Katanya, pembaharuan yang
bernilai RM575 juta itu adalah
medium kementerian untuk meng-
galakkan lebih ramai pelajar memi-
nati Sains, Teknologi dan Inovasi
(STI) dan menyokong inisiatif
Sains, Teknologi, Kejuruteraan dan
Matematik (STEM) Kebangsaan.

Sains,

“Pengunjung juga berpeluang
melihat dan memegang meter-

oid sebenar seberat 10 kilogram

di samping menghayati fenomena
langit bercahaya yang dikenali se-
bagai aurora di Kutub Utara dan

Y : PO ]E? ‘ _
PARA pengunjung sedang melihat Space Pod ketika berkunjung di Planetarium Negara

Selatan serta pameran planet tera-
pung” katanya pada sidang akhbar
selepas merasmi :
Pameran Baharu bertemakan Pen-
capaian Masa Depan Bidang Ang-
kasa Lepas di sini, semalam.

mikan Pembukaan |



KERATAN AKHBAR

THE STAR (NATION) : MUKA SURAT 18

TARIKH : 23 OGOS 2016 (SELASA)

'Chance to explore space

National Planetarium’s new exhibit ready to wow visitors

By NICHOLAS CHENG
nicholascheng@thestar.com.my

KUALA LUMPUR: Imagine stepping
into a room that makes you feel as if
you were in zero-gravity.

Or being rocketed through the
solar system in four minutes inside
a capsule that simulates a shuttle
launch. Or touching an actual mete-
orite that came from the far reaches
of space and landed in Argentina
5,000 years ago.

After an 18-month closure and a
RMS.7mil renovation, the National
Planetarium has opened its doors
again with a flashy new exhibit that
puts visitors in the final frontier of
space.

Stepping into the new foyer of the
planetarium is like walking into a
spaceship with floating planetary
orbs and simulation pods that could
rival the special effects of a science
fiction movie.

One of the new features here is a
roller coaster-like Space Pod that
flips visitors upside down and all
over in an immersive 3D ride that
takes them to all the planets in the
solar system.

Science, Technology and
Innovadon Minister Datuk Seri
Madius Tangau, who tried the ride
for himself, believes the realism of
the exhibits would be a key attrac-
tion for people who truly want to
experience what itis like to be in
space. ~

The exhibition also includes an
anti-gravity room which simulates
being in a room in space, a 10kg
meteorite mined from the Chaco

Province in Argentina in 1576 and a
display of the rovers on Mars.

For now, admission into the plan-
etarium is free until October, said
Madius.

After that, the ministry is consid-
ering charging entry fees.

“This eghibit is unique because it
emphasises the real-life experience
of being in space, which has always
been the biggest challenge for sci-
ence in teaching the phenomenons
of space. We want people to be able
to experience the extraordinary sit-

uations of space in a way that will
educate them,” he said during the
launch of the re-opened planetari-
um yesterday.

He said the ministry hoped to
attract 20% more visitors to the cen-
tre with the new exhibit, compared
to the 150,000 visitors the planetari-
um usually receives annually.

The National Planetarium has
publicly said it had always faced
challenges in attracting their
main visitor group of school stu-
dents because science was seen as

Out of this world: Visitors trying out the Space Pod at the National Planetarium’s new exhibit. — Bernama

“too complicated”.

sa director-general Dr
Noordin Ahmad said the agency
was looking to produce 360° car-
toon films which would be played
in the planetarium’s theatre to
attract more young students fto
learn about space exploration.

“We are trying to produce one by
next year and we are opening it up
to local producers to try and ven-
ture into this kind of content. We
are trying to find a way to make
science fun,” he said.
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Move to decrease light pollution around observatory

KUALA LUMPUR: There may be
brighter, starry night skies soon in
Port Dickson as the National Space
Agency (Angkasa) said it has
entered talks to gazette the lands
around its observatory there as a
“no light pollution zone".

The agency has been mying to
-propose a Light Pollution Act to
control the spillover of light from
urban development, which has
been affecting astronomy stud-

ies.

Angkasa director-general Dr
Noordin Ahmad said while collab-
oration with most state govern-

The skies have
become so bright
now, we can't see

or photograph the

dimmer stars.

Dr Noordin Ahmad

ments remained sluggish, the
Negri Sembilan government had
reportedly shown interest in
decreasing light pellution in the

area surrounding the Teluk
Kemang observatory.

“We are in early stages of discus-
sion to try to gazette the lands
around the observatory as a no
light pollution zone.

“This thing is a land matter that
has to come with initiatives from
the states.

“We can only give the technical
assistance in drawing up the poli-
cies but we are willing to work with
any state,” said Dr Noordin in an

The Teluk Kemang observatory is
the fifth of eight complexes built in

the country to study the sky. It offi-
cially opened in 2007.

The observatory faces the Strait
of Malacca, some 40km away from
Seremban, and is home to what
one study called the “most sophis-
ticated telescope in South-East
Asia” at the time which cost
mnespml'm oordin said th

ite that, Dr N in said the

i of light was making the

tory and other complexes

around the country ineffective for
ing and astronomy.

“The skies have become so bright
now, we can’t see or photograph the

dimmer stars.

“Like here in Planetarium
Negara, we can't see the stars
because of light pollution. We have

o goto ] just to see stars,”
he said.
In April, Angkasa said that it was

working with the Ampang Jaya
Municipal Council, Kuala

City Hall and the Public Works
Department to reduce light pollu-
tion in the city centre.

It also said it was considering
propesing a Light Pollution Act
that its observatories can enjoy
dimmer skies.
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